


JOURNAL 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


for 


MARCH, 1933 








TABLE OF CONTENTS 


EDITORIAL NOTES: Prophecies and Predictions: An Identical Psychic 
Message in two Countries: Literary Fiction in the guise of Fact.......... 63 


CONVERSING ANIMALS: Part UI: Theory of Super-conscious 


aigence: Artinr Gente) ...sacnnse ees 67 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM INTO PARAPSYCHOLOGY 

IN GERMANY: Part V: Baron von Schrenck-N otzing....-..-.2---------- 76 
THE EGYPTIAN RESURRECTION RITUAL: A new Interpretation of 

the “Book of the Dead’: Maximal Peerman..............-..------------------------- 88 
THE CONTINENTAL NOTES: Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie: April- 

Dine, WOSR: B.S Fannie etc iene 94 
WE, RW: Biome A. Tainan cee 96 


1. ‘The Road to Immortality’ (G. D. Cummins). 
2. Letters by Sir Oliver Lodge. (J. Arthur Hill). 

















PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEW YorRK SECTION 


The Executive Secretary desires to advise readers of the JOURNAL that 
Membership in the A. S. P. R. only does not entitle any one to take part in 
the activities of the Section. In order to do so, they must become members 
of the Section also. This they can do on payment of a further subscription 
of Ten Dollars ($10) per annum. They will then be qualified to attend 
Sectional Lectures and Development Classes, and to arrange for sittings 
with mediums employed by the Section or under its auspices at Hyslop House. 

Alternatively, persons wishing to join through the Section can do so 
by paying a total subscription of Fifteen Dollars annually of which a part 


amounting to Five Dollars is paid over to the A. S. P. R. and secures its 
privileges of the monthly JOURNAL. 




















JOURNAL 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 





The responsibility for statements, whether of fact or opinion, in the Journal rests 
entirely with the writer thereof. Where for good reason the writer’s name is with- 
held, it is preserved on file, and is that of a person apparently trustworthy. 





Vol. XXVIII, No. 3; March, 1933 


EDITORIAL NOTES 


The commencement of the New Year has brought with it something 
more than the usual crop of predictions. No doubt we may find an explana- 
tion of this circumstance in the generally disturbed state of the public mind 
and the desire to escape from the monotony of depressed conditions. The 
French magazine “Psychica’’, a monthly devoted to Psychic Sciences, contains 
in its issue for January 15th several pages of prophetic matter announced by 
the following clairvoyants: Mme Buffetry: Marion-Claude: Lucile Deliot: 
Marcelle-France: Therese Girard: G. Leska: and Morgane. The Editor has 
received from Mons. A. C. Droppert, a non-professional Belgian medium, a 
detailed summary of events prognosticated for various countries during 1933, 
and this will be held by the A.S.P.R., and checked for future reference. 

ok OR OK 

From M. Droppert’s record it is perhaps permissible to quote the fol- 
lowing as regards American affairs. His impressions are derived entirely from 
an intuitive or clairvoyant source. In general, he feels that 1933 will be a 
good year for the whole world, although there cannot be as yet a return to 
the prosperity of former years. But there will be appreciable improvements 
in business and industry. In the U.S.A. he says the revival will begin to mani- 
fest itself at the end of May, in the form of a great increase of activity in 
metal working and in the automobile industries. Other European countries 
will follow suit. But his forecast for Great Britain is by no means so happy, 


especially as regards her Eastern affairs. 
kok kk 


The injury to the public mind which has accrued through the unwise 
publication of sensational forecasts of disaster has been sufficiently acute to 
engage the attention of the French Press. M. Pascal Forthuny in his monthly 
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Letter to the International Psychic Gazette (London) for the month of 
January, reports an action by representative Parisian mediums with the laud- 
able object of allaying the fears induced by the prevailing alarmist mass 
psychology. 
“I know” he says “that many persons are going to mediums today 
and are asking them “Will there be another war, and, if so, when, 
where, and between whom?” These interrogators belong to every class 
of society. . . .Nervousness, instead of diminishing, goes on increasing, 
so that this question threatens to eclipse all others in the minds of 
people wishing only for peace. . . . In view of this state of affairs a 
number of Parisian mediums decided to meet. . . . I received an invita- 
tion. . . . On arriving among them I said I would report what they 
said and decided upon in the International Psychic Gazette and they re- 
plied: “That is well: make known our sincere intentions to all the 
English-speaking mediums in the world. We believe they will be in 
accord with us in any steps we may agree upon to prevent the world 
being dragged down by fear into the horrors of another war’. These 
mediums decided peremptorily that never on any account would they 
even discuss such a possibility with their clients, they would declare that 
they could not exercise their faculty in that domain and for the reason 
that they had determinedly effaced every thought which could relate to a 
conflict between nations. 
* oe OR KX 
This systematic silence, M. Forthuny thinks, may well be imitated by all 
the mediums in the world: for tremendous mischief can be done by such an 
idea becoming accepted and familiar in people’s minds. He regrets to note 
that there is less restraint on this subject elsewhere. A traveller just returned 
from Berlin reports that many charlatans on the streets and public squares 
are offering, for a small sum, clairvoyant predictions of a nature likely to 
envenom the minds of the people, such as this: “I see that you will soon be 
taking up arms again and going forth to war for the salvation and revenge 
of our Fatherland’. It appears that the Berlin police are alive to the mischief 
and are taking steps to suppress these false prophets. 
“It is’ says H. Forthuny “because I feel so strongly the necessity for 
an ever-abiding peace, and the utter extermination of internecine warfare in 
all future time, that I have thought it well to record here the very wise 


gesture of Parisian mediums in place of my customary personal recollections’. 
* ek K 


AN IDENTICAL PSYCHIC MESSAGE IN TWO COUNTRIES 

In the ‘Psychic News” for February 11th Miss Margery Lawrence, the 
well-known English novelist, relates the production of two parallel messages 
of a highly evidential nature, at independent sittings which apparently took 
place on two successive days, one in London and the other in Roumania. 
The only link apparent seems to have been the presence of a Roumanian 
friend at Miss Lawrence’s sitting. The information as to the Roumanian 
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sitting was received in London before a reply could possibly have been re- 
ceived to any letter written after the séance. 

The London sitting. The control said “There are a lot of people here 
tonight, mostly soldiers who want to speak to Miss Lawrence. They say 
she knew them in the war’. He then proceeded to give a list of names, most 
of which she immediately recognized. Among these was that of a gunner 
called Codrington, who used to play the drums in an amateur jazz band 
which she had run during the war. The soldiers gave descriptions of the 
dance-room, and much personal detail relevant to herself. Another soldier 
gave the name of Terry. This one she also recognized. 

The Roumanian sitting. A few days later, Miss Braseka, her Roumanian 
friend, rang up Miss Lawrence in a state of great excitement, saying that 
she had by that post received from a great friend of hers in Roumania a 
letter in which she related that she just been to a séance at which her de- 
ceased sister Rutza had purported to speak, and Rutza gave her the following 
interesting message: that ‘she had been following the sittings in London 
which Miss Braseka was attending, with great interest, and had been present 
at the last one, . . A lot of soldiers had been there, trying to talk to Margery 
Lawrence, Aline’s friend, and she had recognized most of them and they were 
tremendously jubilant about it—especially one called Codrington, and another 
called Terry”. 

ee 
A SECOND EVIDENTIAL MESSAGE 


The London sitting. “After the soldiers had spoken, the control said 
that Miss Lawrence’s mother was present, but lacked power to speak, so 
someone must speak for her: and a young girl giving the name Wynyate 
or Wyngate came through, told how she had died, and gave a message from 
the mother. 

The Roumanian sitting. Rutza said that ‘when the soldiers went away, 
Margery Lawrence's mother had come; but she could not speak for herself, 
so a young girl called Wyngate or Wynyates spoke for her’. 

Miss Margery Lawrence has never been to Roumania herself, nor has she 
met the Roumanian lady friend of her friend Miss Aline Braseka or her 
deceased sister Rutza. The living sister knows her by name only. 

The London sitting was+held on a Saturday and the letter from Roumania 
arrived on the following Thursday—five days later. It would have taken 
eight days at least for a letter to have reached Roumania from England and 
to have received a reply. The Roumanian letter must have been written 
and posted only a day or so after the date of the London sitting. 

* ok OK OK OK 


A special significance attaches to the article we print in this issue on 
the subject of the Egyptian Ritual of Resurrection. The writer is a mature 
student of the spiritual basis of the Egyptian eschatological cult. He has the 
double qualification of scholarship and the experience of a practical archaeo- 
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logist and he differs widely in his conclusions from the academic school of 
Egyptology in that he repudiates the common theory upon which these schoois 
have consistently worked, that the Ritual refers to the superstitious belief 
in the Resurrection of the dead Body. 


He follows the mystical lines laid down by Gerald Massey and develops 
on them. 


Egypt has been regarded too long as the parent of all the materialistic 
conceptions of the hereafter; the fountain of ail the heresies that troubled the 
nascent Church of the Christian dispensation. This may be true enough of 
Egyptian creed and ritual in its decadence, but Mr. Peerman would ask his 
readers to look back beyond the period of darkness and retrograde religion 
and to view the traces of a far more ancient and sublime interpretation of 
a Wisdom-Teaching given to the few who could not only understand its 
principles but actually put them into practice. And in the so called Book of 
the Dead—which, rightly interpreted is the Book of the Resurrection in 
Visible Form of the Survivor—he has found that the whole plan and method 
is imperishably enshrined in the symbolic record and can be recalled for the 
enlightenment of the student of today. 


* eK K * 
A CAMBRIDGE GHOST STORY 


On p. 26 of our January number will be found a brief note of a case of 
haunting at Christ's College, Cambridge, England. This was quoted from our con- 
temporary “Light’’ which in the issue for Dec. 23, 1932 gave publicity to the story 
under the title “A College Mystery” speaking of it as a ‘Case to which Telepathy 
does not apply’. The communication was made to the Editor in a letter from Mr. 
Godfrey Burchett, who placed implicit reliance on the book in which the story ap- 
pears. The fact that it was written by a senior Cambridge Don would alone entitle 
it to serious consideration, even had not Mr. James Baker, the author, prefaced his 
work with the following statement “My thanks are due to the Master and Fellows 
of Christ’s College for permission to make drawings of the College and to use the 
College Arms: to the Provost of Eton for reading through the manuscript. . . and 
for kindly comment. . . etc., etc.” The book is dedicated “to all Christ’s men who 
have worked for liberty, in especial remembrance of those who have fought in the 
great war’. But the work is now declared to be nothing more than an elaborately 
realistic hoax. It is difficult to understand how a man of academic standing and cul- 
ture can stoop to traffic with spurious coin bearing the hall-mark of constituted authority. 
But that he has done so emphasizes the danger always present where the fiction 
writer steps into the (to him) fascinating arena of fact. We could point to more 
than one modern writer of psychic narrative who has in this way outstepped the 
bounds of propriety and alas! acknowledged leaders in the field of psychical literature 
have not always set a high ethical standard in this respect, as witness than strange 
blend of fact and fiction “The Land of the Mists’. 


* KK K 














CONVERSING ANIMALS 


By ARTHUR GOADBY 
Part Il. THE THEORY OF SUPERCONSCIOUS INTELLIGENCE 

* kk OK OK 
Editorial Note. The phenomenon of quasi-human intelligence in the animals associated 
with man, such as the horse or dog, is rapidly assuming importance ; but the ques- 
tion of the origin and nature of this strange faculty is still in a highly controversial 
stage and we would impress upon the readers of the Journal that in admitting this 
article, the A.S.P.R. accepts no responsibility for the endorsement of any of the views 

or theories contained which are the writer's own. 

* OK OK OK OF 
In attempting still further to unravel the mystery surrounding our 
talented four-footed friends among whom, as we may remember, are preemin- 
ently our own little blasé humorist Black Bear of Briarcliff, the mathematical 
prodigy Muhamed of Elberfeld, the canine philosopher Rolf of Mannheim, 
and others perhaps no less famous, we should, I repeat, try to ferret out 
the one originating cause of all their phenomena, framing to that end a sin- 
gle working hypothesis. Accordingly we should first eliminate those theories 
most often proposed yet soonest found inadequate; and indeed in pursuance 
of this method we have already in previous issues of this Journal’ discussed, 
and rejected, both the hypothesis of sensorial signaling and that of normal 
intelligence. Briefly now we must next consider the theory of telepathy as it 
is colloquially defined, namely as connoting the transmission without the 
employment of any of the five physical senses of an idea or feeling or im- 
pulse from the mind of a living agent to the mind of a living percipient, the 

latter being in these discussions an animal. 





Of course we must admit the probability that some form of telepathy 
is always involved in these phenomena; but whatever may eventuate as the 
solution of our problem we shall not find it in this orthodox type of 
thought-transference (which we shall here call carnate or animistic tele- 
pathy) since there have been numerous instances where these animals have 
' correctly answered fortuitous questions when no living human being knew 
or could know what those questions were either consciously or subconsciously. 
Many such instances have already been related in recent issues of this Journal 
as well as in various scientific publications abroad and we need not repeat 
them here. 


: Another hypothesis frequently advanced is that of subconscious -genius; 
° but as the subconsciousness has, in our estimation, played hitherto a very 


1 See “The Mind in Animals” by F. Bligh Bond, and “Supplementary Report’? by A. 
Goadby—Psychic Research, January, 1928. 

“Black Bear a Psychic Pony” by Arthur Goadby, Psychic Science, London, Oct. 1928. 

“Animal Metapsychics” by Arthur Goadby, Psychic Research, April 1929. 

“Conversing Animals—The Signal Code Theory” by Arthur Goadby, Psychic Research, 
April 1931. 

“Conversing Animals—The Hypothesis of Normal Intelligence’ by Arthur Goadby, Journal 
A.S.P.R., January 1932. 
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ambitious and ambiguous role in supernormal research, having been quite 
gratuitously accredited with transcendent powers, we propose to employ the 
term to connote what we consider a very subsidiary phase of our total per- 
sonality as we will now set forth. 

A  subjective-objective study of human consciousness (as evinced in 
personal experience and inferred by obsérvation of behavior) reveals to us 
first the familiar normal waking consciousness which is a field of awareness 
ever varying in lucidity and bounded by a wavering margin constantly ex- 
panding and contracting. Quite insulated from this is the Co-consciousness 
which, figuratively speaking, extends like an aura around the normal con- 
sciousness and which consists of two parts; first there is the true subcon- 
sciousness and this we will define as the whole memory-content of all post- 
natal experiences, sensorial, mental, kinaesthetic, and physiological, having 
curiously reciprocal relations with the waking mind, sometimes partly blend- 
ing, yet never completely identical with it. But however remarkable may be 
its capacities we hold that it is never endowed with talents higher than 
those signalizing the normal mind, being rather quite inferior to the latter 
in respect of the regal faculties of reasoning, judgment, initiative and physical 
sensibility as hypnotic experimentation reveals. 

Almost entirely dissociated from this subconscious area of the mind is 
another aspect of the Co-consciousness which in human beings may function 
as conscience, genius, intuition, inspiration, etc., and which often displays 
those supernormal powers so familiar to us in psychical research, such for 
instance as telepathy, clairvoyance and premonition; and this aspect of our 
total self we will designate as the “‘superconsciousness’” defining it as that 
functioning of the mind whereby the ego contacts the ideal world which 
transcends the physical plane of sensorial experience wherein chiefly functions 
the waking consciousness. 

Conversing animals possess of course like all other creatures a subcon- 
scious mind; but the highly cultural and erudite ideas which they so often 
express cannot originate therein, for this mind is not endowed with any 
talents superior to the normal waking mind which, as we believe we have 
previously shown, is itself unqualified to create or appreciate such ideas. 

But these ideas must originate somewhere. Are we then justifted in as- 
suming that certain animals may be endowed with cryptic faculties superior 
to those normal to both their waking and their subconscious minds, and 
which are exclusively the fons et origo of their extraordinary phenomena? 
Perhaps Nature which is so full of surprises may provide us with at least 
one. Let us for instance consider the curious aptitudes of the predatory 
“hunting” wasps, especially the female of that species known as the Sphex. 

This distinguished insect spends her brief waking existence of two 
months storing up food for a progeny which she is destined never to know: 
and conversely never having known her own parents she has never been 
taught how to procure and store up that food. Nevertheless on emerging 
from her long sleep in the cocoon she behaves as if endowed with a most 
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sophisticated intelligence for she knows exactly what other species of insects 
she may advantageously attack, and how merely to paralyze without killing 
them; for with infallible precision she locates at once the proper nerve 
centres into which she deftly thrusts her poisonous sting, rendering her vic- 
tims inert yet assuring their survival’ long enough to afford a living banquet 
for her newly hatched grubs until the latter enter their long sleep in the 
cocoon. Such seemingly prescient behavior as this is due of course to instinct 
which may be defined as a predetermined ritual performed apparently with- 
out the normal conscious mind having any realization of the end to be at- 
tained, for even when by some accident or other that end may have become 
prematurely achieved, our Sphex will fail to realize that obvious fact and 
will stupidly persist in performing every serial step of the ritual even though 
she may thereby ruin what already was accomplished, as if indeed she were 
blindly recapitulating a complete cycle of mechanical acts. Evidently then 
instinct is the fruition of certain psychological processes which function even 
before conception occurred and which after birth tend to fulfil themselves 
regardless of all contingencies and with all the fatality and similitude of a 
powerful post-hypnotic suggestion. 

We have now arrived at a crisis in our inquiry concerning conversing 
animals. In fact we are entering into the very heart of the mystery and 
happily enough we shall learn that we already may possess the key to solu- 
tion of our problem. It is as if we had stumbled by accident into the very 
penetralia of a labyrinth and there found the silken thread that shall lead 
us safely out, for our difficulty heretofore has been due not so much to the 
problem itself as to our unreflecting acceptance of a certain anomalous idea 
of contemporary science to which we will briefly refer. 


Orthodox science holds that Instinct is the resultant of the pre-natal 
functioning of certain carriers of hereditary characteristics called the genes 
which are regarded as material in structure. But since matter is now held 
by the physicist to be a manifestation of electricity, which is presumed to be 
unconscious and abstract, then science? must hold that consciousness is 
derived from the “unconscious”. This fateful conclusion however we 
hold to be drawn from the false premise and therefore erroneous. More- 
over it violates the very first rule of scientific procedure; namely that all 
‘knowledge must be based on experience; and since science can have no 
experience of the “unconscious” it cannot predicate anything about it, and 
therefore cannot assert that anything whatever is derived from it. 

Now in our view Consciousness or Awareness, is of the very primordial 
concrete substance possessing inherent form, function, content and degree. 
It is the Universal Reality, in terms of which all phenomena must 
be described, the most immediate “fact” in ali experience. It can never be 
created or annihilated, nor is it a product of other factors, for it is Eternal 


1. Probably in a painless state. 
2. This statement does not apply of course to such distinguished scientists as Sir Oliver 
Lodge, Sir William Crookes, Professors Charles Richet and Gustave Flammarion, etc., who 
have widened the field of their inquiry. 
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Principle and all experiences are in it and of it. It is ever present and ines- 
capable although some states of consciousness are relieved by alternations 
of memory. Those who would deny its primacy or who would apotheosize 
the “Unconscious” must use consciousness to do so, appealing to that whose 
very eternal omnipresence they would deny. 


Therefore we hold that the genes and their constituent electrons are 
conscious concrete nuclei in Universal Mind, functioning toward an intelligible 
end and therefore manifesting intelligence; and since this Intelligence dir- 
ects the nuclei wherein it functions it must transcend these elements. 
Accordingly before conception occurs these genes both possess and express a 
pre-existent and supersensorial Intelligence, and it is through any by them 
that this Intelligence acquires incarnation on the physical plane. 

Obviously this transcendent Intelligence must have a substance in which 
it functions; and this Substance must be more subtle than matter: for it must 
act as an intermediary whereby consciousness, which is unextended, can act 
upon that formal aspect of consciousness called “matter” which is extended. 
This subtle doubly-aspected substance we may call the “ether” out of which is 
composed the psychic vehicle wherein presides the superconscious mind. It 
is this vehicle which enters the embryo in order that its indwelling mind or 
ego may acquire growth, manifestation and experience in physical matter 
on the sensorial plane. 


Every living animal then possesses, as we contend, both a super-con- 


sciousness and an etheric body whose existence before conception in form 
consciousness and function explains the phenomenon of instinct. That this mind 
and its psychical vehicle also survive the separation from the physical body 
is indicated by the many instances where animals after their decease have 
manifested themselves to others and have displayed supernormal powers 
while living thus confirming the fact that the superconsciousness is trans- 
cendent of time and space. 
ANIMAL SUPERNORMALITY 

Many of these incidents establishing the reality of supernormal phe- 
nomena exhibited by animals, after being well investigated and confirmed, 
have been recorded in various European and American psychical publications as 
the “Journal of the S.P.R.” and “Light” of London, “Les Annales de Science 
Psychique” and ‘‘Psychica’”’ of Paris, the Journal of the A.S.P.R. and others, 
and Prof. Ernest Bozzano of The University of Savona, Italy, in his well- 
documented work, “Les Manifestations Metapsychiques et Les Animaux’’ 
(Paris 1926), has published one hundred and thirty of them, assorting them 
into eight categories as follows: 


1. Those cases in which animals were agents in telepathic pe. 
Those in which they were percipients alone. 
Those in which animals were percipients collectively with humans. 
In which animals had identical visions collectively with humans. 
Those cases recording experiences of animals in haunted places. 
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6. Those in which they gave premonitions of death. 

7. Those in which they materialized in séance-rooms, and 

8. Those in which the phantoms of animals appeared to others after 
death. 

In the first category he cites the famous case (well documented and 
recorded in the Journal of the S.P.R., London, Oct. 1904) of Rider Haggard’s 
dog Bob which was killed by a train probably instantly at 10:30 p.m. on the 
9th of July, 1904, while crossing a trestle a mile away from his home and was 
hurled into the brook beneath, no person being known to have witnessed 
the accident. About three hours later Mr. Haggard awoke from a night- 
mare and declared to his wife that he had dreamed that Bob had met with 
an accident, that he himself had experienced a sense of oppression as if 
drowning, followed by a vision of his dog floating in water, and it seemed 
to him as if his own personality were blended with that of the victim who 


raised his head close to his master’s face and sought dumbly to inform him 
that he was dying. 


Four days later the body of the dog was found floating in the stream 
under circumstances that absolutely confirmed all the details of the dream. 
The skull having been crushed gave indubitable evidence that unconsciousness 
had immediately occurred, rendering it impossible that any message could 
have been transmitted by the brain mechanism, conscious or subconscious. 
Nevertheless through the affective rapport which naturally existed between 
master and dog the latter ‘‘telepathed”’ his distress to the former whereupon 
there followed a vision or “‘veridical hallucination” in the percipient’s mind, 
and since the dream occurred about three hours after the accident, we may 
regard the case either as one of delayed telepathy (where the message lay 
dormant in the percipient’s subconsciousness until it infiltrated into his nor- 
mal mind on awakening) or one of clairvoyance where the master contacted 
the superconsciousness of the dog at the time of the dream. But in either 
case, as the dog’s normal and subconscious minds were both quiescent we 
are justified in assuming that some area of his total mentality survived and 
must have activated, being able to communicate with distant people; and this 
“area” transcending the physical plane we may call the transcendental mind 
or “‘super-consciousness” which functions independently of the physical brain. 

Next Prof. Bozzano cites a very curious case of a horse which took 
fright at an alleged spectre which immediately afterward revealed itself to 
two people. The incident was soon afterwards investigated and verified by 
the rector of the local Episcopal church and related to Prof. Hyslop 
who published the account of it in the A.S.P.R. Journal (January 1910 p. 46) 
here briefly reviewed. 

A Miss F. G. of New York was driving late one dark October evening 
without carriage lights on a lonely road near Fishkill on the Hudson. The 
night was warm and clear and there were no mists hovering over the ad- 
jacent fields. The horse was proceeding quietly along when without warning 
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it shied violently, and Miss G. beheld a white spectral figure looming up 
ahead which swept swiftly over the affrightened animal, enveloped the 
passengers in its brief chilling embrace and then disappeared behind them. 
Miss G. not suspecting the apparently phastasmal nature of the experience 
ordered the coachman to descend and observe whether some wayfarer may 
not have been run over, but the latter calmly remarked “Madame, that 
was nothing material. It was a phantom. You and I might be deceived but 
not the horse. See, the poor beast is trembling in his shafts’. He descended 
nevertheless, but found nothing. Some days later Miss G. recounting her 
experience to some old residents of the village learned that adjacent to the 
spot where the spectre had appeared, a certain well-known resident of Fish- 
kill many years before in a fit of jealousy had murdered his rival in a 
love affair. The murderer, whose name was Verplanck, disappeared and was 
never seen there again, but is supposed shortly afterwards to have committed 
suicide, for rumors began to circulate that his phantom returned to haunt 
the fatal place on every anniversary of his crime. Since on this occasion 
the night was dark, it is presumable that this spectre must have shone by 
an interior light, and being self-luminous it must have been etheric or astral 
in texture. Moreover it is not reasonable to suppose it could have swiftly 
clothed itself in ectoplasm borrowed from the voyagers. Accordingly we 
must infer that it appeared to the latters’ superconscious perception before 
their subconscious or their normal minds became aware of it. Where there 
is a semi-hypnoidal state of mind, due to reverie or to a sudden concentra- 
tion of attention, dissociat.on between the sub-consciousness and the con- 
sciousness often occurs and the sub-conscious is then more open to messages 
from the super-consciousness. 

We will next cite a case which Prof. Hyslop published in the A.S.P.R. 
Journal for 1907 (page 432). A Mrs. H.L.B. while reading in her library 
suddenly heard heavy footsteps in an adjoining room which she knew to 
be empty, and presently a gust of wind blew the intervening portiéres into 
her face. Her dog drowsing beside her, suddenly arose and after a terrified 
glance at the door, crouched whimpering under her chair. Mrs. B. then 
perceived the apparition of a favorite cousin appearing as he had looked 
before a wasting illness had emaciated him, his arms extended and a “heaven- 
ly smile”, as she described it, lighting up his face. She regarded the ap- 
parition speechless with astonishment for some moments, whereupon it 
faded away. Recovering from her surprise she glanced at the clock and 
noticed that it was nine o'clock, and a little later a telegram arrived, announc- 
ing that at eight o'clock her cousin who had been ill of tuberculosis 200 
miles away had just died. A curious circumstance attending this incident is 
that just an hour after death, exactly at the time of the apparition, her 
cousin's face, which had shown the marks of suffering, suddenly assumed 
what the members of his family described as “an angelic smile’. 
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Commenting upon this case we should take note that the apparition 
had been observed first by the dog. If the phantom had not invested itself 
in any psychic energy from Mrs. B. then we must assume that the veridical 
collective vision was supersensible and had therefore appeared not to the 
physical eye of the dog but to his psychical consciousness, whence it had in- 
filtrated to his normal consciousness. So far as psychical researches have been 
able to determine, it is very. unlikely that any investiture of psychoplasm from 
witnesses would occur so quickly. 

Such incidents as these are quite incredible to those who have never had 
any experience of them, but they are doubtless of daily occurrence, seldom to 
be openly avowed and more rarely still to be recorded. However unless 
the pyrrhonic sceptic chooses to take refuge in the mordant reflection that 
“all men are liars” (in which case he should logically admit that he belongs 
with the rest on the mourners’ bench) we cannot see how he could feel se- 
cure in his scepticism in a universe of such infinite variety as the one wherein 
we exist. 

The next incident which further indicates that animals possess a “soul” 
(i.e. psyche composed of astral or etheric body, plus consciousness) is sum- 
marized from the Proceedings of the S.P.R. (London) (Vol. 8, Page 130) 
and forms part of a report by Dr. Hodgson of a séance held with Mrs. 
Piper by a Mr. J. R. Reach who, having just received an evidential message 
from Mrs. Piper's control ‘Dr. Phinuit’’, testifies to his conviction that since 
“Phinuit’” had proved himself veridical in respect to one important incident 
reasonable credence should be accorded to his other deliverances. 

Mr. Reach had handed to the entranced Mrs. Piper a dogcollar, where- 
upon “Phinuit’’ correctly stated that it had formerly belonged to Mr. Reach’s 
favorite dog and actually gave its two names, Rover and Grover, the former 
having been changed to the latter in 1884. Mr. Reach was thereupon assured 
by Phinuit that his dog had survived death and was now living in its own 
plane, that it had actually entered the séance room and was joyfully recogniz- 
ing its master. A bizarre statement indeed, but who can disprove it and 
why should we doubt it? 

Again in the Proceedings of the (London) S.P.R. (Vol. 10 p. 127) 
there appears the testimony of a Mrs. Gordon Jones who relates her personal 
experience of having once observed the phantom of a cat which at first ap- 
pearing opaque, gradually became transparent and then faded away through 
a garden wall. A similar occurrence is narrated in the Journal of the same 
Society (Vol. 15 p. 249) where the apparition of a cat was observed con- 
secutively by four people. Bozzano (case 128) secured added confirmation of 
this incident and comments upon it as follows: ‘Since four people observed the 
apparition the theory of hallucination must be ruled out. Only two hy- 
potheses remain to explain it, first the naturalistic theory that a live cat was 
mistaken for the one deceased. But this is not maintainable; for the phantom 
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was recognized by all as that of the only specimen of its breed known to 
have lived in the vicinity. It walked as if lame, precisely as it had walked 
in life, and it paid no attention to those who were watching it, but came 
into view and disappeared in a sudden and inexplicable manner. The only 
plausible theory left therefore is that this was a genuine case where a 
phantom manifested through telepathy after decease (télépatico spirite), 
for such phantoms usually appear to have no realization of the environment 
wherein they are observed by others to be. One is obliged to conclude then 
that this episode constitutes a veritable instance of the apparition of the 
phantom of a deceased animal.” 


From these characteristic examples of the experiences so widely reported 
we may justly conclude that animals possess a superconscious mind which 
not only functions as instinct but also displays a mentality at least equal to 
the normal waking minds of their respective species, both in feeling, will 
and intellect; and moreover that it is endowed with certain supernormal 
powers such as telepathic rapport and possibly clairvoyance; also that this 
superconsciousness necessitates a subtance, however attenuated, wherein it 
functions; and since this substance appears to have a form or “phantom” 
quite symmetrical with the physical body we may regard it as composing an 
etheric or astral body whereon the physical body is moulded, and which, 
though magnetically linked and correspondent with the physical body, yet is 
distinct, and may be partially or wholly disengaged from it. 

From the evidence then afforded by the curious phenomena of instinct 
and from that afforded by apparitions we are justified in concluding that 
the super-conscious mind, with its vehicle of the psychic or etheric body, 
pre-exists before incarnation and survives the separation from the material 
body at death. 


A very important matter now arises. Granting that the animal super- 
consciousness possesses the capacities above enumerated, is it qualified also 
to create the recondite ideas to which it so often appears to give expression, 
or does it merely transmit those ideas from an originating intelligence ex- 
terior to itself? Let us consider. the first alternative for a moment. We must re- 
member that Black Bear at ten years of age appeared to be cognizant of his- 
torical events that occurred over half a century before he was born, such as for 
instance that Garfield was assassinated by Guiteau in 1881, Lincoln by 
Wilkes Booth in 1865, and that Booth afterwards broke his leg; also he ap- 
peared to possess such erudite bits of information as that a certain graphic 
symbol is the Hebrew letter “A’’ (Aleph), that the ninth letter of the 
Greek alphabet is “Iota”, that a lunatic asylum is often called “Bedlam”, 
etc., etc.,: also he could instantly calculate the length of the hypothenuse of 
given triangles, extract square roots, exhibit brilliant powers of wit and 
humor. In short he displayed talents that were distinctly human and were 
fully equal, if not superior, to the average normal human mind. But—and 
here is a significant point—he could only exhibit them on occasion. If Black 
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Bear's mysterious feats were autonomous, originating in his superconscious 
mind, they should have been manifested spontaneously and his general con- 
duct should have been correspondently human; and since there appears to 
be no reason why of all creatures the horse and the dog should be the only 
ones to exhibit such alleged talents then we should have to concede that 
the superconsciousness of all other animals (and even all insects) should be 
able likewise to elaborate ideas as brilliant, impart information as extensive, 
comport itself at least on occasion as humanly. But such marvels of course 
do not appear to happen. 

The genus “horse” was originally a three-toed animal, the size of an 
average dog, and while it has evolved greatly in physique yet it has obvious- 
ly evolved little in intellect. Is it likely thea that a pre-existent supercon- 
sciousness having the potentialities of human genius, its own peculiar in- 
stirictive modes and its own appropriate etheric form could or would pre- 
cipitate itself by any é/an vital into the archic brain of a horse and adapt 
itself quite comfortably in such an exotic and awkward a milieu as 
would necessarily characterize the psychical nature and etheric mould of one 
of the least intelligent and most physically circumscribed of all the animals? 

The tradition of the were-wolf may still hold for us its weird fascination 
in romance and legend but there appears to be no warrant for it in actual 
fact and if through the ages it were customary for higher intelligences, with 
their own etheric bodily forms to reincarnate in non-anthropoid animals, the 
brains of the latter should have been plastically moulded by this time to a 
higher complexity. Moreover such highly improbable procedures would con- 
travene the principles of homogeneity and gradation which are so funda- 
mental in all adaptations of Nature; for “Like’’ evolves from, and adapts 
itself to, “Like”, gradually and not by violent mutations from, or to the 
dissimilar. Caterpillars, for instance, may metamorphose into butterflies, but 
the difference between these two forms is superficial, a wing being sub- 
stituted for a foot by histolysis in the cocoon, whereas Instinct does not 
evolve either into or out of Reason since these are not homologous faculties. 

If therefore, as we conclude the superconsciousness of certain animals 
exhibits the evidences of genius which it does not possess, then it must b> 
merely the instrument whereby some extraneous intelligence transmits these 
evidences into manifestation on the physical plane. Accordingly the origin 
of the recondite utterances of conversing animals should be sought for in 
some activating intelligence exterior both to their normal and their co-con- 
scious selves. This intelligence must be either individual or diffused; but any 


consideration of these alternatives is beyond the scope of the present article. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM INTG 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN GERMANY 


BARON VON SCHRENCK-NOTZING 
(Continued ) 
Part V. 

The doctrine of effluence is strongly supported by the phenomena of 
the medium Eusapia Paladino. In the second part of his work the author 
presented short outlines from 41 sessions with this medium and a crowded 
survey of the results of the French investigating commission. ‘The limb-like 
prolongations, stumps, rods, etc., growing out from various parts of the 
body of the Neapolitan woman were seen by numerous observers; also partly 
touched during the strictest body control of Eusapia. Investigations and dis- 
robings immediately following never produced any instrument for fraudulent 
purposes. 

Another chapter on the physical phenomena found with private media 
is contained in the reexamination of the Crawford’s telekinetic law in the 
laboratory of the late engineer Fritz Grunewald. It runs thus: 

“With complete raising of the table without bodily contact (either 
by the medium or by the participants) the medium, sitting on the scale, 
gradually gains the approximate weight of the table. (Comp. also 
Schrenck-Notzing “The Problem of Materialisation according to the In- 
vestigations of W. J. Crawford.’’) 

The last paragraph of the work deals with Crawford’s experimental 
studies in the field of mediumistic telekinesis (reported from English 
originals). 

Thus the total contents of the book under discusion show new ways 
to the scientist through the conception of telekinetic phenomena as being caused 
by biological processes as yet not sufficiently studied. The gaseous matter, 
emanating from the medium possesses the tendency of materialisation, turns 
into structures and forms teleplasmic terminal organs which cause the tele- 
kineses of objects. 


The uniform appearance of these protoplasmic effluences and their de- 
velopment into medianimic limb-like shapes were coincidentally proven with 
Eusapia Paladino, Eva C., Stanislawa Tomczyk, Kathleen Goligher, and Will; 
Schneider, about whom the work ‘Physical Phenomena of Mediumism’’ pre- 
sents the first reports on pp. 102-109. 

The scientific significance of the book under discussion consists also in 
the proof of regular appearance of certain biological factors with different 
media, the same physical condition of the emanated primordial substance, 
the same stages of development, the same sensitivity to light, the same phy- 


* (Psychische Studien, 48th year 1921, p. 337 ff.) 
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siological symptoms in the medium, the same kind of progression of the 
hardly perceptible nebulous matter to a semi-liquid or amorphous mass, 
which again possess in every case the same irresistible tendency toward or- 
ganization. Furthermore one finds the same mobility and contractility of 
the teleplasm and also the source on the body of the medium, the same de- 
velopment of the terminal organs, also the same morphological and ideo- 
plastic super-development. ‘The parapsychological research of the future will 
not be able to disregard the material and the evaluating viewpoints collected 
in this work. 

In the year 1922 appeared the first German edition of Dr. Gustave 
Geley’s investigations edited by the author under the title “Materialisation 
Experiments with Franek Kluski” with an appendix “The Newer Occultism 
in the Light of its Opponents” (Neutze, Leipzig). 

The experiments were made in 1921 at the International Institute for 
Metapsychic Research in Paris by Dr. Geley in collaboration with Prof 
Charles Richet and M. St. de Grammont with all desirable precautions. 

Among 14 sessions, 11 were successful, 3 negative or insignificant. The 
importance of these observations consists in an independent repetition of the 
phenomena found with the Parisian medium Eva C., and now with another 
agent, moreover, in the special method here applied. 

A special chapter is devoted to the primordial substance and the radia- 
tion phenomena. In the first stage of development Geley finds nebulous 
emanations and densification centers, originating from the medium, which he 
considers as human fogs. Frequently whitish, indefinable shining misty clouds 
were observed and dull phosphorescing lights. The shining radiant points 
often turned into fingertips,—a phenomenon which the reporter also found 
with Guzik and Willy Schneider. From them sometimes developed human 
limbs and faces which were made perceptible by means of reflectors in a 
way similar to the materialised hands of the media Willy and Rudi Schneider. 

Especially well developed with the Polish medium is the process of 
paraffin-casting of materialised limbs. Not only Dr. Geley, but almost ‘all 
experimentors, having attended the sessions with the Polish sensitive during 
the past years, report successful experiments in this line. The number 
of plaster casts resulting from his session could today equip a large museum 
hall. The plaster casts made in Dr. Geley’s presence, their definite lack ot 
proportion when compared with the hands of the participants, the chemical 
reaction of the paraffin, stained with cholesterin with Kluski’s knowledge, 
in which the forms were impressed (production of paraffin covers) may be 
counted (aside from the control conditions) among the most convincing 
proofs so far gained for the materialisation of human limbs. 

One main objection to the author’s work rested upon the statement that 
he was unable to cite sufficiently important witnesses for the actuality of the 
paraphysical phenomena in his former investigations, so that one had to 
rely on good faith in his reports; only if a number of scientifically educated 
observers well versed in juggling would vouch for the acuality of the para- 
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physical phenomena on the basis of their own experience the judgment of 
such witnesses would be of importance to a scientific demonstration of proof. 
On the other hand, Hellwig, for example, denies* on principle the concep- 
tion that a critical reader could be convinced through reports about occult 
phenomena. It is, therefore, all the more necessary to offer opportunity for 
personal experience to as many scientifically educated scholars as possible, 
because only thorough, prolonged, and practical study of the medium him- 
self can persuade many a previously sceptical scholar to experimental and 
literary codperation, which happens only very rarely through the mere reading 
of occult works. 

In consideration of this fact the author was prompted to present the per- 
formances of the medium Willy Schneider, who was at his disposal for one 
year, tO mumerous university teachers and other scientifically-minded per- 
sonalities and induced the principal participants to send him their reports 
and opinions in writing for the purpose of a scientific utilization. 

This is the origin of the work “Experimente der Fernbewegung 
(Telekinese) im Psychologischen Institut der Minchner Universitat und im 
Laboratorium des Verfassers’.* A large part of the book consists, therefore, 
of notes and views of the participants. To this an important supplement is 
offered in the author’s records of the proceedings of the sessions held in the 
Psychological Institute in Munich, and furthermore, his observations in his 
laboratory from November 1922 to February 1923. 

Besides the 27 academic professional scholars, 29 scientifically-minded 
participants were asked to communicate their special observations. On the 
whole the reports of all these witnesses coincide from the purely factual 
point of view. In so far as one can attribute any conclusive judgment at all 
to human testimony for the perception of unusual and improbable facts 
(which is denied by several opponents) all reasonable and logical require- 
ments see to be fulfilled. There was the opportunity to test the very same 
monotonously repeating processes in different places under varying circum- 
stances. 

The president of the Psychological Institute declares in a special article 
of July 2, 1923 that the presentation of the sessions with the medium Willy 
Schneider having taken place in the Psychological Institute gave an excellent 
picture. He himself sees no possibility to explain all the observed phenomena 
and facts on any plausible basis of juggling tricks. 

The phenomena themselves consisted largely of actions (influences) on 
lifeless objects, which were mostly at one meter’s distance from Willy’s right 
side (table, tambourin, handkerchief, candle stick, paper basket, accordion, 
music box, push bell, single-needle instrument, siate, reflector, typewriter, etc. ) 

In the sessions of the author's laboratory, telekinetic experiments were 
successfully performed through separating the medium from the object of 


(See “Occultism and Science’, Da@gV IT, Encke, Stuttgart 1926). 








(Union, Stuttgart 1924 with 8 plates) (“Experiments of Telekinesis at the Psychological 
Institute of the Munich University and in the Laboratory of the Author.’’) 
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means of intermediate walls (transparent shades). Among the university 
teachers, whose opinions are presented in the book, the following are men- 
toinable: the Geheimrate Becher, Graetz, Lindermann, von Calker, Will- 
staetter, Wiedesiheim; the professors Driesch, Wolff, Messer, Winterstein, S$. 
Becher, von Aster, Oestereich, Zimmer, Gruber, e¢ a/: Among the scientifical- 
ly interested participants the following expressed themselves: Dr. Tischner, 
Dr. Erich Bohn (the discoverer of the medium Anna Rothe), Dr. Ludwig 
Klages, Dr. Thomas Mann, Karl Krall, Karl Graf Klinkostroem, Willy 
Seidel, Gustav Meyink e¢ ad. 

Positive judgments came, furthermore, from the experts in juggling 
Professor Albrecht, Harry Price, and E. G. Dingwall (the latter two as 
representatives of the British Society for Psychical Research. 

The special article by Dr. A. Hellwig “Occultism and Science’ (Euche, 
Stuttgart, 1926) was directed against this anthological work. In a few points, 
especially in his requirements of a strict line of proof, one can quite agree 
with the author. But when he says, for example, that one can speak of 
experiments in a narrower sense only when the testing conditions are entirely 
in the hands of the chief experimentor and that this requirement is almost 
never fulfilled in the observation of paraphysical phenomena, he is com- 
mitting an error. In consideration of the mostly very sensitive experimental 
subjects and of the peculiarity of the phenomena, just as in other branches 
of science, in which live organisms are operated with, the experimentor 
is naturally forced to fulfil certain presuppositions and conditions without 
which the desired results cannot be achieved. Here belong first of all the 
psychical treatment of the medium, the regard for his individual peculiarity, 
the adjustment to the corresponding circumstances. Also in other sciences, 
such as biology and medicine, idiosyncrasies and individual reactions have 
frequently to be taken into account. The object to be investigated, i.e. Nature, 
can not be violated according to the recipes of Messrs: the opponents. But 
these necessary concessions to the cause do not in the least speak against 
the possibility of applying an exact experimental method. 

Aside from the above mentioned limitations, all other conditions were 
determined by the chief experimentor, at least in the case of Willy Schneider. 
Locking in of the medium in a cage, or rather, the setting up of 
the objects necessary for telekinesis in a more or less closed room, the setting 
up of transparent walls between the object and the medium, the control 
and super-control of the agent; the dress; the pre- and post- examination 
of Willy; the choice of the objects to be moved; the laboratory equipment; 
the installation of the lighting fixtures; the complete lighting control for 
dim light and darkness (self-illuminating rings on wrist and ankle of the 
medium) ; the preparation of all objects designed for telekinesis by painting 
with self-luminous colors; the choice of the separate objects in every in- 
dividual* case, the arrangement of the circle of participants; the taking 


Now (since September 1928) double floor with lighting signal in the cabinet. (Rudi Schneider 
worked unobjectionably under these restricted conditions). Editor’s note. 
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of the minutes, etc., etc:—all these important measures were contrived and 
carried out in the case of Willy Schneider. 

As a rule it was possible to repeat, not only in each session, but even 
several times successively in the same session, the same phenomenon (as for 
instance the operation with the handkerchief) to this must be added a new 
process, regularly used of late, namely that of connecting the medium as 
well as his controller with the electric current. Every untying of an ex- 
tremity (for fraudulent purposes) becomes automatically visible through the 
extinguishing of a figure on the signal board. But our method also makes 
provision for the theory of accomplices by the closing of the field of action 
by means of screens of various sizes, whose upper rims are finished off with 
self-luminous stripes, so that no participant can reach into the experimental 
chamber without being immediately discovered. 

Lastly, mention must be made of the self-control of the circle of partici- 
pants through mutual holding of hands. 

It must be emphasized in strong contrast to Dr. Hellwig’s conception 
that Willy Schneider's phenomenal display comes fully up to the mark of the 
experimental methodology, especially if one takes it as a whole and considers 
its gradual adjustment to the ever more restricted conditions of experiment. 
One phase of experiment is the voluntary, regular production of the very 
same symptoms under multiple change of conditions. 

This is true in its entirety of the telekinetic performances of the Braunau 
medium. It is, therefore, a question of an experiment in the true sense of the 
word. 

Granted the truth of Hellwig’s further remark that even the best séance 
reports necessarily contain errors, due to lacks in observation, these defects 
were compensated by regular perception of a comparatively simple process; 
for example the moving of a handkerchief (for a distance of 25 cm under 
a hanging red-light lamp) on a table, in which observation there were 8-10 
participants with 16-20 eyes, furthermore the repetition of the same ex- 
periment on request several times in succession so that the participants had 
occasion to constantly improve their power of attention is recorded. It re- 
mains to be considered also that, months ago, Willy produced always the 
identical telekinesis. (verified a hundred times) with invariable regularity, 
so that the above-mentioned handkerchief phenomenon could be observed 
by many different participants. In this way every participant was also put 
into the position of observing the phenomenon often enough to form his 
own judgment. 

Under such conditions one may very well assume the correctness of the com- 
mon, repeatedly confirmed sensory perception with a probability bordering on 
certainty. With the uniformity of the order of experiments carried through 
tor months, such a judgment is more easily passed since disturbances and dis- 
conscientious perception ? 

I wonder whether a judge’s indictment is always based on a similarly 
tractions from the process of perception are eliminated wherever possible. 
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Hellwig’s conceptions do, therefore, in no way hold true in the experi- 
ments with Willy Schneider. Perhaps they would somehow be justifiable if 
the experimental person would himself prescribe the conditions and produce 
surprise effects, and if, furthermore, the field of action were insufficiently lit 
for observational purposes. But this does not apply in our case. It is 
granted, of course, that since the appearance of the work “Experiments in 
Telekinesis” considerable progress has been made in experimental metho- 
dology. 

Doubtless reports written up immediately after the session on the basis 
of shorthand notes taken down during the same could contain minor errors. 
But with the order of experiment once fixed and frequently repeated and with 
the uncomplicated type of process which can be observed at half a meter’s 
distance, erors of this kind are very unlikely to happen. To eliminate such 
objections, by the way, the author had introduced the dictation method of 
taking the minutes (Protokolldiktat) during the session. 

The secretary, sitting in a specially enclosed space with red light, copies 
in shorthand the entire procedure of the experiment. Particular observations 
of individual sitters are noted just as well as the collective observations. 
Also, one or two days after the session each participant receives a copy of 
the minutes for reading, signature, supplementing and necessary corrections. 
With this institution all reasonable requirements of exactitude and reliability 
of reports seem to be fulfilled. 

Another question of principle repeatedly raised by Hellwig, is as follows: 
Is it altogether possible to form “a reliable conviction of the genuineness of 
the phenomena” on the mere basis of minutes and reports? 

According to Professor Zimmer's remarks appearing repeatedly in his 
arguments, a report (no matter how conscientiously it is outlined) can never 
possibly give a picture of the total complex of the phenomena. Only the 
knowledge of the total complex, however, can offer real certainty. 

On page 127 of his book, Hellwig expresses his doubts that one will 
ever succeed in finding the absolutely reliable proof of the genuineness of 
the so-called physical phenomena of what is termed physical mediumship. In 
other words: the immediate nature-experience (Naturerlebnis) of the in- 
dividual can never be even approximately reproduced or replaced by dead 
letters and these do not necessarily carry sufficient proof of an existing 
actuality for a third person. I am sure that in his conception automatic 
registrations of phenomena (by means of thermometer, scale, photography, 
galvanometer, etc.) have not been taken into account by him. 

Certainly, whoever does not want to be convinced ;—whoever, because of 
lack of experience, has more confidence in logical, arm-chair theorising than 
in reports on real experiences of reliable third persons, and avoids practical 
experience from this point of view, cannot be helped. Like Hellwig he will, 
because of his one-sided a4 priori psychical attitude, examine every report only 
under the criterion of fraud and cannot free himself from the ban of 
negative conceptions. 
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This explains also the inversion of harmless details into factors of sus- 
picion in the reports on Willy Schneider. Thus, for example, during a 
university session the medium was unable to act telekinetically into a closed 
space through a wire net, and yet telekinetic phenomena appeared at the 
exterior walls of the cage until the same was moved and thrown down. 
This fact looks very suspicious to Hellwig. The mere fact of a non- 
success of an experiment, which by the way was incorrectly conducted, is 
enough to create for him, the suspicion of fraud! 

In another case, Willy reacts painfully to the unexpected cutting through 
of the force-lines by the hand of Geheimrat von Calker. But the expected 
effect failed to appear, because a wire which might have been fraudulently 
used could not be found. Despite this negative result, which should support 
the assumption of genuineness, the utterance of pain looks suspicious to the 
Potsdam scholar. The real significance of the experiment was completely 
overlooked. 

Here too, we notice again that Hellwig is not capable of thinking in 
any but the terms of the theory of fraud. 

Thus, according to his statement, the scholars Forscher, Messer, Alrutz, 
Driesch, and Dingwall must have had an occultistic attitude which is sup- 
posed to make them incapable of judging, although in reality the very 
opposite is true and the very juggler Dingwall himself comes very near to the 
actual position of Messrs. Moll and Dessoir. 

Just as unfounded is the fairytale, invented by Hellwig, of the credulity 
of the reporters, of the deficient reliability of the control measures of the 
roll attributed to sensory deceptions, etc. Further arguments brought forward 
by Hellwig in his work have long been refuted by the author (Sch-N) in 
his article “Der Okkwltismus im Lichte gegnerischer Kritik (Psychische 
Studien 1925, p. 305 ff.) (“Occultism in the Light of Opposing Criticism’). 

In this discussion he is already charged with a one-sidedness, striking in 
the case of a lawyer, and with a complete lack of objective weighing of 
positive and negative moments. His work “Der Okkultismus und Wis- 
senschaft’ (“Occultism and Science’) nevertheless shows a thorough study 
and greater reserve in his judgment (which is, however, still essentially nega- 
tive), and stricter objectivity. The large number of reservations and doubts 
expressed by Hellwig can hardly be settled by way of literature but only 
through personal, repeated, and immediately realized experience. 

THE MEDIUMSHIP OF FRAU M. VOLLHARDT 

With the 2 years investigations by the physician Dr. F. Schwab, 
published in 1923 in his illustrated monograph "Teleplasma und Telekinese’ 
(Berlin, Pyramiderwerlag, 6) a Berlin lady, belonging to educated society, 
Frau Maria Vollhardt, joins the circle of the great contemporary media. Her 
psychical capacities, existing since her youth, manifested themselves only after 
her 50th year of life on the occasion of spiritistic séances; and what is more, 
after her meno-pause in 1916, through regular sessions with a circle of 
friends they were developed in exceptional force during the latter years. 
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The strange phenomena of this woman comprised practically the entire 
field of physical mediumship and expressed themselves partly in waking 
state, partly in trance states, attended by phenomena as the throwing of stones 
and other objects, and the disappearing and reappearing of all kinds of objects; 
through lighting phenomena and materialisation and finally through tactile, 
acoustical, olfactory, and thermic impressions. 


According to the coinciding confirmations of 50 witnesses among whom 
were scholars and physicians and according to the character of the phenomena, 
it was a question of genuine performances. Also the physiological con- 
comitant symptoms (tremor of body muscles, perspiration, pulse rate, in- 
creased respiration, and evidences of paraesthesia) resembled those of a 
woman in childbirth and coincide with those of other media. After the 
sessions, there was marked exhaustion. Frau Vollhardt also shows the split 
of personality typical of media. 


The conformity of medial occurrences observed in the case of very dif- 
ferent experimental subjects, completely independent of each other, cannot 
be well explained on the basis of any fraudulent technique. Schwab reports 
on a levitation of 30 cm above the table board of a woman weighing 177 lbs. 
(180 kg.) 5 ft. 3 in. (1.60m) tall. He himself and other participants passed 
their hands beneath her feet. Teleplasmic shapes of thread-like structure, 
which in part developed in form of voluminous masses and ribbon-like stripes 
to a distance of one to two meters from her mouth, also appeared as a 
surprise and were repeatedly photographed (compare illustrations 24-27). 
In parts fluidic transparence was noticed over a considerable radius; also 
a peculiar knot-formation on individual cords, with parallel arrowlike shapes 
of grayish-white color and projecting rays. In the flashlight these vanished 
without leaving a trace. In the same way teleplasmic pseudopodia and limb- 
like forms were found which touched the objects to be moved. The pheno- 
menology of the media Eva C. and Stanislawa P. as I have described them 
in my work “Phenomena of Materialisation” is confirmed by Schwab's re- 
search. 

PHENOMENA OF STIGMATIZATION 


Occasionally, symptoms of stigmatization were recorded. These were 
now and then in form of wounds, as of claws or of a bird’s beak. In a 
mass (of clay?) spread on a plate one found the impression of a chicken’s 
claw; furthermore, in dull light one could perceive a shape which resembled 
a very thin but very long hand with three fingers. Occasionally, the spots 
of impressions were bleeding. The autosuggestive way of explanation seemed 
insufficient. Once the experimentors succeeded in photographing the process 
in statu nascendi. On the back of the hand held by a neighbor one noticed 
a sort of torture instrument of teleplasmic matter, which seemed to emerge 
from the sleeve and was impressed on the skin of the back of the hand 
with several foot-like points. The wounds seem to correspond to the feet 
of the instrument. Here the creative force of imagination becomes a motive 
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of molestation (or annoyance) and is translated into physical states, through 
the strong intuitive force of the idea, which means that ideoplastic creations 
realize themselves materially. 

These observations by Schwab are of fundamental significance for the 
evaluation of the phenomena of vampirism. Occurrences quote analogous 
in nature were also verified by various reliable scientists with the ghost 
medium (spukmedium) Eleanore Zugun. 

THE WORK OF CHARLES RICHET 

In the year 1923 appeared the translation of the first textbook for 
Scientific Occultism in German (first published in French in 1922) through 
the known Stuttgart parapsychologist Rudolf Lambert. It is a question of 
the toval presentation of paranormal phenomena by the Parisian physiologist 
Charles Richet (Receiver of the Nobel prize and a member of the Institut de 
France) under the title: “Grundriss der Parapsychologie und Paraphysik”. 
(A Compendium of Parapsychology and Paraphysics) with an introduction 
by Dr. A. Freiherr von Schrenck-Notzing. (Stuttgart, Union, 1923. 2nd 
edition 1925). In consequence of his fundamental discoveries in the field 
of physiology, Richet has become one of the significant scientists of our 
time. In 1875 he had already published his first works on artificial somnam- 
bulism and thereby directed the attention of the medical world toward phe- 
nomena of hypnosis which seemed to have been forgotten. His work on 
telepathy and clairvoyance supported by six-year experimental studies, pub- 
lished in 1890, were translated by me into German and have already been 
discussed in this article.* 

But this pathfinder for a new field of knowledge also prescribed the 
way which was to be taken by a methodical research into occult problems. 
Thus more significance is attached to his methods than to his investigations. 
At the age of 70 our author appears once more on the forum of science with 
a volume of 800 pages in the French original, which constitutes his meta- 
psychical life work. On occasion of his resignation from the teaching post, 
Richet declared the young metapsychic science to be his spiritual testament 
the study and fulfilment of which he urged on younger generation of 
students and especially on his pupils. What Myers and Crookes did 
for England, Richet has achieved for France. In his mother country he 
has become the actual founder of “meta” or “Parapsychology”, and it will 
become a task of the future to appreciate the enormous merit of this master 
of natural science in its full significance. 

The contents of Richet’s textbook is divided into < { large parts. The first 
deals with parapsychology in general and distinguishes 4 periods in the his- 
tory of the same: 1. The mythical period of Mesmer (time till 1778); 
2. The magnetic period from Mesmer to the Fox Sisters 1847 (origin of 
spiritism) ; 3. The spiritistic period from the Fox Sisters to William Crookes 
(1847 to 1872); 4. The scientific period, starting with William Crookes 
(1872). In the second decade of the 20th century follows the first classical 





* (See October 1932 of Journal for Psychic Research). 





mM 


Se 














DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM INTO PARAPSYCHOLOGY _ 85 


period of parapsychology, the development of which is going on at the 
present time. 

The second part concerns “subjective parapsychology”, that is the phe- 
nomena of clairvoyance, the various forms of telepathy, of premonitions and 
presentiments, xenoglossy (speaking in foreign tongues), transfer of 
senses (Sinnesverlegung), and a chapter on chance and the calculation 
of probability in parapsychological facts. Knowledge of realities gained 
from purely mental sources, but which our physical senses, our judgment, 
and our reflection could not normally have gathered, is epitomized by Richet 
in the general term “Cryptaesthesia’’. Clairvoyance, telepathy, psychic transfer 
are only special cases of this quality. 

“Parapsychophysics” constitutes the third part. It divides itself into two 
parts: telekinesis and teleplastics (Ectoplastics or materialisation) and deals 
with phantasms in a special chapter. 

On the other hand the Parisian schools fail to consider the following 
factors: temporary changes in the physical states of matter and the dissolu- 
tion and reconstruction of the forms in certain lifeless objects; penetration 
of matter; extraction of objects from tightly closed places; so-called ‘apports'’ ; 
and in addition to these, the paraphysiology of media, their change of 
weight, levitation of their bodies, their ferromagnetic qualities, thermoradiant 
phenomena (as for example measurement of temperature in the locus of ac- 
tion). A chapter on automatic registration of the chemico-physically induced 
changes of matter is also lacking. 

The last part contains Richet’s summarizing conclusions. According to 
him there are only three forms of phenomena of parapsychology: 
cryptaesthesia, telekinesis, and teleplastics. Any explanation, especially the 
spiritistic one, is refuted. The animistic-scientific one, however, is named as 
being the most probable one. Several lacunae, which cannot be denied, are 
compensated by the exceptionally copious materials, by the clear treatment 
of the difficult subject matter, and by his plastic, easily comprehensible way 
of presentation. The life work of this Nestor of parapsychology remains a 
source of wealth in the study of occult phenomena. 

THE WORK OF GUSTAVE GELEY 

Furthermore, Rudolf Lambert translated two works by the physician 
Dr. Gustave Geley, the most important French parapsychologist next to 
Richet and director of the International Institute for Metapsychic Research 
in Paris, who died in an airplane accident the 14th of July, 1924. 

The first book “Vom Bewussten zum Unbewussten’* (“From the Con- 
scious to the Unconscious’) leads the reader into the field of vitalistic and 
parapsychological thinking; it contains a critical study of classical theories of 
the development of physiological and psychological individuality and of the 
main philosophical development-theories. His anti-mechanistic and optimistic 
“Weltanschauung” (conception of life) draws the results of mediumistic re- 
search into the circle of consideration and is related to the “W eltanschauung”’ 


. Stuttgart, Union, 1925). 
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of Edward von Hartmann and Schopenhauer. Geley’s warm, clear, and strict- 
ly scientific language facilitates the understanding of the difficult problems 
even to the layman. 

Geley’s first work was charged with inadequacy of parapsychological 
documentation. In his second work also translated into excellent German 
by Lambert, “Te/eplastic und Hellschen”’* (“Teleplastics and Clairvoyance’’ ), 
this charge is avoided through the abundance of materials chiefly based on 
his own observations. Thus both books are perfect supplements to each other. 

In the discussion of the general character of parapsychological experiments 
Geley sees the realization of ‘‘collective experiments’, that is the phenomena 
are the result of a subconscious psychophysiological cooperation of the medium 
and the experimentors. Of particular value to the reader are the principles 
set up by the author of good performances of the media, of the behaviour 
of the experimentators, lighting at the sessions, of the necessary control mea- 
sures, and of frauds. This introduction to the practical study of mediumism 
is followed by a detailed presentation of the known performances of the 
Polish clairvoyant Ossowiecki, of a certain Frau B., and a comprehensive 
statistic on notable cases of spatial and temporal clairvoyance. 

The paraphysical investigations with the medium Eva S., Franck Kluski, 
and Guzik, to which are added analogous reports about similar occurrences 
with other sensitives, constitute almost the entire second part of the 401 
page volume. A chapter worth reading on pseudomaterialisations and pseudo- 
media forms the conclusion. Apart from the weight and number of the facts 
offered there are in Geley’s work also numerous hints and remarks important 
for experimental studies. 

Among the German university teachers who have taken a practical or 
theoretical stand on the questions of occultism, next to Driesch and 
Oesterreich, must be mentioned Dr. Med. Karl Gruber, Professor of Biology 
and Zoology at the Po/ytechnikum in Munich. 

Gruber’s biological process of development, his material independence, 
his incorruptible urge for truth and the clarity of his thoughts qualify him 
excellently for experimental parapsychological research and for the literary 
elaboration of the knowledge once gained. 

Stimulated through the books by Flammarion, Maxwell, and especially 
through the author’s (Schr.-N.) “Materialisations Phainomene’”’, published in 
1914, he participated in Tischner’s clairvoyance experiments and in the fol- 
lowing years experimented himself with newly discovered media. His last 
publication on this subject appeared in 1926 in the “Zeztschrift far Para- 
psychologie’”’ and concerns the “Cryptaesthetic experiments with the architect 
Strohmeyer’. Notable are also two scientific contributions by him in the 
journal “Erde” (“Earth”). The first (1925) deals with the theme of “Cos- 
mobiological Connections”, and the second (1926) is a study ‘Telepathy in 

Mother and Child’. 


* (Stuttgart, Union, 1926). 
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His parapsychological horizon widened, however, still more, after hav- 
ing been asked by the author (Schr.-N.) to join his investigations of the 
physical medium Willy Schneider in 1922. Up to November of the same 
year he had already attended 33 sessions, personally controlling the medium 
in many cases and declared in a special article (Experiments in Telekinesis, 
p. 87) that the conditions of the experiments excluded any possibility of 
fraud, and that he had never noticed in Willy the slightest attempt of fraud. 
The reality of the medial forces he says which are still unknown in their 
deeper significance has been ascertained at the investigations undertaken in 
my laboratory. The development of the telekinetic phenomena he explains 
on the basis of fluidic effluences, which theory I have formerly set up in 
my own works. With his interests in metapsychical phenomena thus in- 
creasing, Gruber became the most capable co-worker of the author (Schr.-N. ) 

Also at the second series of sessions with Willy, started in 1925, and 
at the occasional experiments with Willy's brother Rudi, he functioned 
chiefly as controller, which put him in the position of continuing his valu- 
able observations of the parapsychology of the mediumistic trance-state and 
of the genesis of telekinetic phenomena. He had also repeated opportunity 
to retest, in my absence, the correctness of my own findings in my laboratory 
through observations in his own house. 

Finally Gruber collected his personal experiences in a general survey, 
under the title ‘Parapsychologische Erkenntnisse’’* (‘Parapsychological Dis- 
coveries”’). 

In the introduction to this work Gruber refuses to strive for the favor 
of scholastic science, to beg for mercy, but desires solely to follow his urge 
for truth and knowledge, remaining indifferent to active attacks and passive 
non-resistance. After a historical review the author treats the border-concepts 
of the subconscious, the doctrine of suggestions, automatisms, and the 
splitting of personality; this is followed by a treatise on the parapsychical and 
paraphysical phenomena, chiefly on the basis of his own experiences. The 
end contains interpretations and conclusions, connections and forecasts. In 
close correspondence with his entire scientific development, Gruber tends 
toward the animistic conception of phenomena. His views coincide on the 
whole with those of the reporter (Schr.-N.) so that a closer examination of 
the same is superfluous. 

Characteristic traits of the spirit of his research are the tendency toward 
inductive practice, toward experimental observation, a strong vitality and 
mental mobility, an imagination refined through a methodical education, an 
urge toward deepening and generalizing of self-gained experiences, and final- 
ly his devotion and enthusiasm for the problems to be solved. 


* 





(Dreimasken—Verlag, Munchen, 1925). 
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THE RESURRECTION RITUAL: 
“COME FORTH BY DAY” 


By MAXIMAL “AEGYPTUS” PEERMAN 


“I AM he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death”. —Revelation: I, 18. 


There is a collection of sacred books, or ‘chapters’, so old, that frag- 
ments thereof were “discovered” as far back as 4,000 B.C.—and they were, 
even then, regarded as “mysterious objects of unknown age”. And but for 
a chance discovery of the world-famed ‘Rosetta Stone”, the hieroglyphic 
papyri of the “Book of the Dead”—a misnomer, born of the fact that these 
scrolls were buried with the mummies, to serve as a magical Bible of After- 
life for everliving spirit-souls—might have escaped the attention of the 
world of science. 


The fact remains that the mislabeled “Book of the Dead”—more cor- 
rectly, the books, or chapters, of “Coming Forth By (To) Day’; as magical 
formula of the ancient Egyptian Ritual of Resurrection—constitutes the most 
complete gnostic thesis of life beyond the grave, and the oldest Bible, in 
existence. Being the oldest collection of After-life gnosis extant, this my- 
sterious Resurrection Ritual of “Coming Forth By Day’’ served as guide-book 
and gospel for the spirit-souls of deceased Egyptians; and it became, ages 
later, a master Bible for Egyptian and Greek-Christian gnostics of the neo- 
Platonic era. 


To the uninformed, it must be surprising that this mislabeled ‘Book of 
the Dead” served as inspirational source for the mystic “Prstis Sophia’ of 
the ‘Sayings of Jesus’ —the oldest canonical gospel of early-Christian gnostics; 
reputed to be the work of the hierarch Valentinus and Coptic collaborators, 
during the fourth century of the Christian era. And as the Egyptian funerary 
papyri inspired the ‘‘Pzstis Sophia’ of the neo-Platonic era; so the mystic 
“Sayings of Jesus’ inspired, in turn, the mystic “Book of Revelation”, of 
St. John the Divine—with the “Book of Revelation”, in turn, as the prophetic 
mainstay of the much later “New Testament”. 


Even as the “Pistis Sophia’ of the Sayings of Jesus, translated from 
Coptic into Greek, served as mystic link between the ageless Egyptian Ritua! 
of Resurrection and the ‘Book of Revelation’; so the prophetic book of St. 
John the Divine served as mystical link between the apocryphal Sayings of 
Jesus or “Pestzs Sophia’, and the comparatively late “New Testament’. The 
“Book of Revelation” resembles the Egyptian parent bible of the Resurrection 
Ritual more closely, than any other part of the present-day Holy Bible— 
this by virtue of its mystic affinity with the “Pystis Sophia” of the earliest 
Christian gnostics. 
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When St. Augustine exclaimed: “What is the religion of the Egyptians 
save astronomy!”; the great theologian must have known that a similar view- 
point holds true of the religious mysticism of the early Christian gnostics— 
as incorporated in both the “Pzstis Sophia’ of the Sayings of Jesus, and the 
“Book of Revelation’ of St. John the Divine; and as symbolized by the 
Roman-Catholic and the Episcopalian rituals. 

There remains a fundamental factor seldom understood by the laity, 
and less often discussed by orthodox ecclesiasts, to wit—the mystically 
spiritistic significance of After-life; as stressed by the “Pzstis Sophia” and the 
“Book of Revelation’ ; in traditional keeping with the Resurrection Ritual of 
“Coming Forth By Day’, of the Messianic mysteries of Ancient Memphis, 
Egypt. 

II. 

It is highly significant that the “P7st7s Sophia’ deals with the magical 
wonder-workings and teachings of Jesus in the elemental abodes of the 
After-World; whereas the “Book of Revelation” chiefly concerns itself with 
the glories of Christ in the spiritual abodes of the blessed hosts—as a two- 
fold mystical presentation of the life of the messianic man-god, in the ele- 
mental and spiritual abodes, above-below, of the twofold Egyptian Resurrec- 
tion Ritual of “Coming Forth By Day’. Thus do these three documents com- 
bine in stressing the miracles, teachings, and glories, of the risen messianic 
son, in the After-World beyond the Veil. And what is stranger still, none 
of these three inspired theses of the mysteries, of /ife-in-death and double 
resurrection, concern themselves with the reputed earth-life of the messiah— 
the “Pzstis Sophia’ and the hieroglyphic books of ‘Coming Forth By Day” 
leaving the traditional inference that the risen Son of God emerged for a 
brief period from his mystical abodes of the After-World, to visit the visible 
worlds of mortal mankind. And the “Book of Revelation” deals with the 
spirit-soul apotheosis during the millenial Judgement-Day—as identical with 
the grande finale of the Egyptian Resurrection Ritual of “Coming Forth 
Ry Day”. 

The inferences are obvious; the oldest gnostic Egyptian and Christian 
sources of the Holy Bible deal with the magical wisdom and wonder-work- 
ings of the mystic messiah, in the e/emental-astral realms of spirit-souls. In 
both, the Egyptian original and the “Pistis Sophia’, the risen son of his 
hidden father (A-men) visits the “‘spirits in prison’; and makes an end of 
strife and discord—as the ‘‘Prince of Peace’’—in the elemental After-World 
of Amenta. Here, it must be remembered that the Jesus-Christ of the 
“Pistis Sophia’ bears the magical title of “Aber-Amentho”’—as possibly 
derived from Ab-er-Amenta (heart of the hidden land, of A-men, the god- 
father); or from Aba-Amenta (passage-way, of souls, in the hidden world). 
And to climax this startling exposition of sonship-fatherhood united, in the 
“hidden mansions’, or Amenta, of the divine father, A-men—as still echoed 
in Christian ritual; with the pronunciation of A-men the same, in both Latin 
and ancient Egyptian—the hidden Lord of Life, Amen, is one in name and 
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mystic identify with that of A-men, the hidden ego (ens) of man. This 
may hint at the ancient origins of the current doctrine of “god within’, of 
modern Christian metaphysics! 

As with’ the Egyptian Resurrection Ritual ( ‘Book of the Dead”, 
wrongly), so with the “Pistis Sophia” of the mystic Sayings of Jesus, the 
“Aber-Amentho”. Both works deal with the advent of the risen messianic 
man-god in the e/emental-astral regions beyond the grave; and with the 
Lord’s miraculous exploits in the Hades of a “shadow realm’’—strangely 
reminiscent of the adventures of ‘Christian’ in Bunyan’s “'Pilgrim’s Progress’’; 
and of the “Inferno” of Dante. 

Needless to add, both the old-Egyptian and the gnostic-Christian theses 
of spirit-soul life beyond the Veil, are mystic allegory—as is also the “Book 
of Revelation’—of magical wisdom lore constructed by, and for, gnostic 
students. As such, it was intended as secret doctrine not designed for Pagan 
or Christian laity—this at a time when the pious masses were illiterate, and 
when the religious mysteries were protected against unsolicited familiarity 
at the hands of the ignorant and profane. Why these tactics of conditional 
secrecy are still being adhered to by ecclesiasm—in an age of science and 
standardized literacy—is an inexplicable phenomenon! 

Let it suffice that an elementary study of both, the Egyptian Resurrection 
Ritual, alias “Book of the Dead” and of the early-Christian “Pistis Sophia’’, 
is a virtual necessity—to those who seek the esoteric keys to the Holy Bible; 
particularly, of the highly allegoric ‘Book of Revelation”. Other fragments 
of ancient mysticism, such as the “Book of Enoch” and the “Wisdom of 
Esdras”, tend to confirm such postulate. Such study methods  fail- 
ing, the profound significance of Christian ecclesiastic rituals, and of 
the immortality of the soul in its spirit-life beyond death, would lack the 
most vital element of the “Rock of Ages’—that element upon which 
the religious faith of mankind placed its spiritual hopes of se/f-survival after 
death. 

It is tragic that the fundamental thesis of spirit-soul life—as incorporated 
by all religious doctrines of moral-spiritual consequence to humanity—should 
have been overshadowed by the comparatively unimportant and highly con- 
jectural factors of the earth-life of the messiah, or messiahs. Apart from the 
sinister fact that such over-stressing of the historic period, and locale, of 
the “nativity”, proves controversial and discord-provoking—since neither side, 
pro or con, can settle the argument, once for all, from the historic view- 
point—the conflicting theories are beside the point, and hence futile. What is 
important is that the universal message of soul immortality is too vital and 
significant to be side-tracked by argumentive debates concerning the actual 
date, if not the original locale, of the Nativity—all data concerning which 
are largely conjectural and so subject to error. 

What concerns genuine gnostics, whatever their religious affiliations may 
be, is that for ages upon ages the doctrine of the immortality of spirit- 
soul kept the home-fires of faith burning in the tried hearts of humankind--- 
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and even among the earliest Christian gnostics the mystic divinity of a risen 
Christ overshadowed the miracle-humanity of the prophet, Jesus. The vio- 
lence of militant religious intolerance, and the many schisms which rent, time 
and again, the delicate fabric of the church of Christ, were largely the re- 
sult of heated controversy over the actual date and original birth-locale of the 
divine infancy—as an antithesis to the cardinal tenets of the Brotherhood 
of Man. What matters the birth-date, or the original locale, of the ‘Man 
of Sorrows’—as long as the divine entity of the mystic Christ is echoed by 
the ages, as a mystery of Life-in-Death concerning all mankind? 
Ill. 

“Come Forth By Day” (i.e.: “Appear in daylight’) is the general title 
of the collection of hieroglyphic papyri, mislabeled “Book of the Dead”; and 
of the “key-chapter (64)—'‘found”, six thousand years ago, as a “‘mys- 
terious object of unknown age”. It was an apt title for the world’s oldest, 
and largest, thesis of After-Life; as “Come Forth By Day’ was the magical 
formula of Resurrection, since time immemorial—it being also the mystic ut- 
terance by means of which the messianic “son”, Horus, raises his “father’’ 
(older self), L-Asar (Osiris) from the dead. It is hardly necessary to add 
that Jesus raises Lazarus from the tomb with a similar formula of resurrection. 
The phrase “by (to) Day” symbolized the dawn of daylight, of the Holy 
Spirit of Resurrection—it is significant that this divine Spirit is still called, 
as of old, the “Holy Ghost’—it being a cardinal tenet of gnostics that 
evil things cannot manifest their horrors iv the light of day; as the dark 
side of nature belonged to evil and death. 

“IT am. Yesterday, To-Day, and To-Morrow, and I have the power to 
be born again and again (twice). Thus begins the self-named key-chapter 
of “Coming Forth By Day’. Further on, there occur the phrases: “my birth 
is from the house of Dusk’; “I come as the ambassador of the Lord’; “I 
am the Lord of living truth”; “I give Life to every man who walketh upon 
earth’; etc. 

In further proof that corpse-resurrection was an unknown tenet of the 
ancient Egyptians;—who called those unable to resurrect in spirit “the 
damned”; and symbolized the corpse as a dead fish—the spirit manes 
exclaims: “grant that I may return to earth, among the living, even tho my 
dead body be buried!’ And in testimonial of faith: “Altho buried deep 


down in the bowels of earth, | am glorified even there’. And so one could 
quote from this Resurrection Ritual, ad infinitum. 


The mortal mummy served as symbolic body-type of the Ka of perfect 
spirit-man; the embalmed corpse remaining in the tomb, there gradually to 
decompose—with the twofold resurrection; of the “blood-soul” from the 
mummy, in the tomb; and of the “‘spirit’” from the “blood-soul”, in the 
elemental After-World. This double resurrection involved a complicated pro- 
cess of gradual stages of transformation—transubstantiation—of six elemental 
souls with a human, seventh soul—terminating in a transfiguration, during the 
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second resurrection, of the glorified spirit; as living ‘‘word-made-flesh-made- 
truth”; and as the living, incarnate image of the elemental Adam, its pattern 
of perfect man. 

According to the Egyptian Resurrection formula, the soul rebirth of the 
spirit manes depended upon his mundane adherence to law and truth; as 
well as his intelligent knowledge of the exacting requirements of After- 
Life. Baptized seven times in the faith; embalmed, anointed, and buried 
“in pace’, in the sign of the messianic cross; the pious Egyptian believed 
that his salvation, via rebirth, depended upon his faithful emulation of the 
traditional example set him by his beloved Messiah. Salvation by proxy was 
unknown to the ancient Egyptians—their gospel insisting that man reaps 
what he sows, no more, no less. Their Elysian ‘‘fields of Peace’’ offered but 
temporary respite for the pilgrim souls convalescing from their hardships and 
ordeals in the regions of hell and illusion. In their paradise, the gods and 
spirit-souls had to serve the cosmic laws of truth and justice, of their divine 
lord creator—by intelligent industry, and by active support of the laws of 
life. It was with good reason that they symbolized their kings and queens by 
the bee—its name identical with that of soul—as idleness and ignorance were 
considered the latent causes of evil. 

IV. 

The Ka-res ritual of “ghost-raising—a profound mystery that should 
be of special interest to students of psychic phenomena!—was performed 
over the embalmed mummy, in the tomb, by the Ka priest (N.B. The living, 
and the dead, had each their own set of priests). The Ka was the mysterious 
“Double” of man—his divine, other self, and ancestral guardian genius— 
with the embalmed mummy representing, in type only, the perfect spirit- 
man, or immortal Ka. And whilst the Meszw “eucharist’ was being placed 
upon the coffin-lid-altar, as the Lord’s “last supper”’—its meaning, as “host”’, 
the same as that of the “eucharist’ of the Christian “mass’’—the Ka priest 
read the magical resurrection formula to the “blood-soul” resident of the 
embalmed mummy. (The funeral swathings, made of seamless linen— 
typified the bondage of matter-in-death, and the swaddlings of baby-hood, 
of spirit-soul rebirth.) Then, the sealed mouth of the mummy was being 
cut open with a haunch-shaped instrument—so that the ‘‘living word” might 
issue forth; and that the effluvia (ectoplasm) of the “ghost” spectrum might 
escape from the corpse-prison; so to blend itself with the divine Ka of the 
perfect spirit-man, or “Double”. 

This mysterious Ka-res ritual symbolized the twofold resurrection—of 
soul from body; and of spirit from soul—as proxy rite of the mystery that 
was actually to occur in the hidden After-World. As the dawn cast its 
beam of light upon the coffin—as moment of symbolic transfiguration of the 
risen spirit-soul, upon the magical command of the Holy Spirit, or Supreme 
“Holy Ghost’—it was to see the twain of father and son united in the 
Holy Spirit. The finale, as spirit apotheosis of second resurrection—of the 
spirit from the “blood-soul’’, in the After-World of. the Hidden Lord of 
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Life—marked the ascent of the twice-risen spirit-soul, as “word made flesh 
and truth’, to the circumcelestial mount of glory, as an “eternal Adam” in 
the living image of his divine father. 

Such, in brief, was the awe-inspiring symbolatry of the spirit-soul justi- 
fied, by law and truth, as the incarnate image of eternal, elemental Adam, 
in the personification of the glorious triumph of life over death and darkness. 
It was a holy Passion-Play of gnostic spiritism—remaining, even to-day, the 
most elaborate Ritual of Resurrection ever to be conceived by the mind of 
man—the ageless foundation for a messianic mystery drama of the im- 
mortality of the spirit-soul, perpetuating the deathless lore of life everlast- 
ing, long after the glory that was Egypt had vanished like a will-o’-the-wisp. 
And even the bush-Africa of to-day still has its mysteries of the ‘ka’, “kla’, 
or ‘“kra’—labeled “heathen superstitions” by the proud exponents of an age 
of stark materialism which dulls the latent psychic faculties of natural man. 

After countless centuries of spiritual twilight and “dark ages’, once 
more was the universal spiritistic belief to revive—this time in the Western 
world. Regardless of the scathing criticisms, and the ridicule, with which cynic 
materialists seek to shroud their own ignorance at the expense of believers 
in psychic phenomena—the day is fast dawning when a more enlightened 
age will, as ever so long ago, rivet its eyes upon the time-punished scrolls 
of Egypt's matchless Resurrection Ritual. Ages ago, it was written: “I am the 
Life and the Resurrection’: nineteen centuries ago, or so, a similar utterance 
electrified a decadent Pagan world—and not so long ago, the “rappings” in 
the city of Rochester, N. Y., revived an ageless and once universal belief; as 
if to vindicate the inspired gnostics of Ancient Egypt and of early Christen- 
dom. 

Thus do the dead Past and the living Present combine to testify on 
behalf of the belief unshaken by materialism in a spiritual life beyond the 
grave—a once universal faith which has buoyed up human hopes of self- 
survival, and which has done more to make human tribulations bearable, 
than any other agency of civilization. In old Africa were laid the hoary 
foundations of a faith which has inspired the entire civilized world in its 
spiritistic beliefs—and again, from old Africa there issued a clear challenge 
from the lips of a Zulu chieftain, the famous Cetewayo. For when the 
mocking coterie of the late empress-queen Victoria asked the “black Napoleon”’ 
why his people believed in ghosts—the battle-scarred potentate raised him- 
self to his full height, and sternly replied: 

“Because we have seen them!” 


MAXIMAl. “AEGYPTUS’” PEERMAN 
New York City, Feb. 12, 1933. 





CONTINENTAL NOTES 


By Dr. GERDA WALTHER 

The “Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie” for April-May 1932 contains the following 
principal articles: 

Dr. H. A. C. Denier v.d. Gon: “New ways in the domain of experimental 
psychical research”. A review of Dr. Osty’s experiments with Rudi Schneider. 

]. J. Poortman: “The alienation from causality in psychical research and else- 
where.” WWith a postscription from Drs. Prins. Poortman defending causality and its 
alleged universal validity from the logical and gnoseological points of view and for 
reasons taken from the theory of scientific methods. Drs. Prins on the contrary 
thinks that the validity of causality especially in any particular domain (e.g. psychica: 
research) is oO that has to be investigated in each case before it is adopted. 

Drs. W. H. c. Tenhaeff: “Magic in Tibet’, continues his extract from the book 
of Mrs. A. David-Neel: “With Mystics and Magicians in Tibet.” 

Dr. P. A. Dietz: “Metagraphology and psychical transfer’. A survey of the 
experiments with the famous “‘psycho-graphologist’” Rafael Schermann and with Olto 
Reimann. Both were investigated by Oscar Fischer, professor of neurology and 
psychiatry at the German university in Prague; Reimann also by Dr. Ad. Schmidt in 
Berlin on behalf of the Berlin medical S.P.R. 204 experiments were conducted by 
Prof. Fischer with Schermann, whose graphology seems to be a kind of psychomeiry 
in connection with the handwriting: he can describe the owner of the handwriting, his 
faculties, his character, his looks, behavior, faults, surroundings, plans, etc., his past 
and partly his future. But he can also, if he sees a person, or even if somebody elsc 
concentrates upon it during his absence, imitate that person’s handwriting, though he 
may never have seen it, so that the person himself is hardly able to distinguish it 
from his own genuine handwriting. Here 78% of his experiments were right. Some- 
times no real writing but only some scrawls were the object, in other cases he 
did not look at the handwriting but only touched or felt it. Sometimes the writing 
was concealed from him, while Prof. F. concentrated upon it, yet 73% out of 55 
tests were right. Prof. F. calls this ‘psychical transfer” and thinks it is a kind of 
telepathy, but Dr. Dietz thinks it is more: a special kind of psychometry, perhaps con. 
nected with telepathy, (because Prof. F. in many cases did not himself at the moment 
know all Sch. said about the persons in question.) Sometimes Sch. had something 
to say about one and the same person first after looking at his handwriting, then 
after only feeling it (of course without knowing it was the same and generally not 
immediately after the first experiment). Here sometimes he could feel the handwriting 
directly: sometimes however it was in a closed envelope. Finally the same person 
had to be described by psychical transfer. The tests were: best when Sch. directly saw 
the handwriting, but in many cases also amazingly good, based only upon a transfer. 
(Prof. Fischer has described these experiments in his book: “Experimente mit Rafael 
Schermann’’, published by Urban & Schwarzenberg, Vienna.) Reimann too possesses 
a remarkable faculty of characterizing persons whose writing he sees or feels (even 
through an envelope.) He even copies the way of walking or other kinds of behavior 
of the person concerned. Some tests looking like a failure were especially interesting. 
In one case, e.g., what R. said seemed to be entirely wrong re the person whose 
handwriting—wrapped in a piece of paper—he was to investigate. But then it was 
found out, that the paper in which the handwriting was wrapped was a typed in- 
vitation signed by a well-known director of a theatre and the characteristic exactly 
suited that director! (Some of these experiments with Reimann have been published 
in the ‘‘Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie”’, vol. 1930, p.600 ff (by Dr. Schmidt) anc 
p.709 ff by Dr. Sinner). 


94 









he 
ng 








CONTINENTAL NOTES 


95 


The June-July issue of the “Tzjdschrift voor Parapsychologie’ contains the fol- 
lowing principal articles: 

H. N. de Fremery: “Alexander N. Aksakow”’: A survey of his life and work pub- 
lished in connection with the 100th anniversary of his birthday on June 8th (May 
27th, Russian time). : 

Drs. W. H. c. Tenhaeff: “Annual report of the Dutch S.P.R.” and: “Magic in 
Tibet’, the continuation of his extract from Mrs. David-Neels famous book. 

Dr. W. de Vries: “The dethronement of the principle of causality?” with a 
postscriptum from Drs. D. H. Prins. De Vries defends the universal validity of 
causality (which was discussed in the last issue of the Tijdschrift), he thinks that 
the Quantum Theory only shows that there is an uncertainty in the measurement, 
which is something subjective, but not in the objective condition of the smallest 
particles themselves. (In this connection he quotes two articles published in “Nature”, 
the first by Compton in his introduction to Heisenberg’s work in the issue of Feb. 
7th, 1932, the other by Prof. Planck in the issue of April 18th.) Against this Drs. 
Prins says, that the ‘uncertainty’ principle applies not only to incompletenesses in 
our instruments or our faculties of investigating, etc., but also to the nature of the 
electron itself and that the new theories of modern physics restrict the validity of 
causality compared with the conception of its universal application in former physical 
theories. 

Drs. W. H. C. Tenhaeff (Secretary of the Dutch S.P.R.) continues his “Annual 
Report’ which this time partly concerns the investigations and similar work of this 
society. The secretary and some members attended two sittings with Mr. Jonker, an 
alleged medium for direct voices, in the beginning of 1931. The conditions were very 
bad and the medium was invited to sittings under better conditions. He said he 
would ask his controls and then answer the invitation, until now however no reply 
has come. 

In several other cases he didn’t have any better luck. Some investigations, which 
are still going on, look more promising, he hopes to report them in special articles 
soon. In his lectures in the Dutch radio, in people’s universities (‘Volks-Uni- 
versiteit’), etc. he asked his audience to let him know any cases of spontaneous 
psychical phenomena and he received a few hundred letters recording cases of spon- 
taneous telepathy and clairvoyance. Drs. Tenhaeff has been asked to lecture on psychics 
for the people’s university in Amsterdam (10 lectures), Amersfoort (6), Baarn (6), 
Enschede (1), Veendam (1), International School for philosophy in Amersfoort a 
term of one week, the Radio-Volks-Universiteit, Amsterdam, 9 lectures, altogether 54 
lectures. Priests and medical doctors especially show an increasing interest for psychics ; 
equally the press begins to open its pages to psychics more and more; 5 leading 
papers have published scientific articles dealing with psychical research; and Drs. 
Tenhaeff has been asked to publish a definition of psych. res. in the “Encyclopaedisch 
Handboek van het moderne denken’” (encyclopaedia of modern thought) and “De 
katholieke Encyclopaedia’. On the other hand vulgar spiritualism partly seems to 
try to render difficult the research work of the Dutch S.P.R. 

J. J. Poortman: “Is psychical research helped by the theory of psycho-physio- 
logical parallelism or that of interaction?’ (A lecture delivered at the annual meeting 
of the Dutch S.P.R.) McDougall, James, Bergson thought psychic phenomena were 
a proof for the theory of interaction. The Dutch psychologist Prof. Heymans in the 
contrary thinks it proves his theory of psychical monism (partly similar to that of 
Meyers as described in Mr. Carrington’s article in the November issue 1931, p.493 of 
this journal.) According to this theory only mind has an absolute reality, body is 
an epiphenomenon. His successor, Prof. Polak (Groningen University) however, al- 
though an adherent of the same psycho-monism, but in an extreme form, does not 
acknowledge most psychical phenomena, because he believes the soul to be a “monad 
without windows’ (like Leibniz). The author himself supposes the gnoseological 
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absolute subject not to be a hypothesis but really to exist as a kind of supra-subject, 
which possesses the higher, absolute reality and compared with which the empirical 
selves as well as the outer world are only offsprings. Between these offsprings how- 
ever there exists no parallelism, but rather, interaction, their unity and homogeneity 
existing in the deeper Self, the supra-subject. This theory, he-thinks, gives the best 
explanation for psychical phenomena. (We see similar theories springing up in 
modern psychology, especially the theory of a kind of unity though not identity of 
body and mind (which can be distinguished but not separated) as e.g. the theories 
of Klages, Prinzhorn and other psychoanalysts, and in Jung’s theory of the ‘‘collective 
subconscious mind” perhaps we may see something similar to the supra-subject. 
Dr. G.W.) 

Drs. W. H. C. Tenhaeff: “Magic in Tibet’ continues his extract from the book 
of Mrs. David-Neel. 
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“THE ROAD TO IMMORTALITY” 
Being the description of the After-life purporting to be communicated by 
F. W. H. Myers through Geraldine Cummins. 
Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge, F.R.S., D. Sc. 
(Ivor Nicolson & Watson Ltd.) 

This is a very remarkable work, whatever interpretation may be given to it. It 
purports to be inspired by F. W. H. Myers, the author of ‘Human Personality” ; but 
quite apart from the question as to the justice of this claim it deserves careful at- 
tention and study from those who make abnormal psychology their special study. 

The essays written by the hand of Miss Cummins with extraordinary rapidity deal 
with subjects of which she had made no previous study, and they contain many pass- 
ages of penetrating insight. She has written novels and other books in her normal 
state, but these are written slowly and with labour and their subjects are on quite 
other lines of thought. If it is difficult to accept the view that the source of this 
work is from some intelligence in the unseen, it is equally difficult to believe that it 
all originates in Miss Cummins’ mind. 

The claim that F. W. H. Myers controlled Miss Cummins is supported by cross- 
references through Mrs. Osborne Leonard and other mediums and also by the fact that 
Sir Oliver Lodge who knew F. W. H. M. imtimately recognises that the quality of 
thought and to some extent the style are such as Myers might be expected to exhibit. 

At the same time the Communicator is careful to state that the ideas only are 
his, that the medium acts not as amanuensis, but as interpreter clothing the ideas im- 
parted in the best language her mind can afford. This is done evidently without 
conscious effort on her part, without hesitation or striving to find phrases. This 
assertion lays on the reader an extra claim to exercise judgment and discrimination 
in the perusal of the work. Although F. W. H. Myers claims to be the source, he 
also affirms that he is unable to guarantee that the tesult is free from error, and that 
he is unable to alter and correct what has been written.* 

In Part 1 a series of fairly short essays outline the progress of the human ego 
after death. Seven stages are indicated and we are told that F. W. H. M. speaks 
from the 4th which is the stage he has reached. If this claim is correct, we have in 
the first half of this Part statements based on experience and they are specially valu- 
able. But the later half is not based on experience: it must be read as theory or 
speculation (these terms are used) ; its quality is unequal. It contains very fine passages 
relative to the Great Future; but in other passages the ideas conveyed are somewhat 
confusing and give the impression that the imagination of the “Interpreter’’ may 
have outrun the inspiration. 


* See Editorial Note appended to this review. 
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Many years ago F. W. H. Myers, when purporting to communicate through Mrs. 
Thompson, said that at times this occurred; that the mind of the medium once 
started from Beyond, worked on automatically and that he watched the process with 
interest, but without being able to control it: a statement of this kind hardly seems 
likely to have originated in the medium’s own mind. Something of the sort probably 
occurs often, and should be taken into account in estimating the value of this book 
if the attempt to indicate existence on the planes Beyond seems unconvincing. The 
script itself says the state “may be imagined but not understood or conceived by a 
man’s mind”. Therefore it does not seem likely that we can learn much from the 
passages which attempt to describe these states. 

The essay on “The Universe” is impressive and forceful, and that on “the In- 
cident of Death” is among the most important; its clarity and absence of all ex- 
travagance of language makes it particularly arresting. 

Several reviews might be written on this book for the latter part dealing with the 
evidential aspect requires separate treatment, this is very ably and fully presented by 
Miss Gibbes and with the Appendices occupies about a quarter of the book. 

H. A. DALLAs. 
EDITOR’S NOTE 

*In view of the affirmation by the Myers control, that he is unable to alter and 
correct what has been written, the following extract from “Light” of the 9th Decem- 
ber 1932 (p.631) seems to raise a question of importance to the reader. The Editor 
of “Light” says: 

“We have received from Mr. Charles Badcock a long letter in which he 
points out differences between the text of portions of the F. W. Myers script 


as first published in “Light” in 1928 and as it appears in the recently issued 


book The Road to Immortality. The letter was submitted to Miss Gibbes, 
who writes as follows:” 
Sir: 


The reply to the queries raised by Mr. Badcock is quite simple. The 
portions which appeared in Light in 1928 were written in 1927. At the 
request of the alleged Myers, these earlier essays were read aloud to him 
in 1931. A few alterations were made by him at these sittings which, as 
Myers explained. were necessary “in the light of my increased knowledge”. 


During the three years which elapsed between the advent of these Myers com- 
munications and the alterations referred to, both Miss Gibbes and Miss Cummins 
would naturally have had abundant opportunity to study the scripts and to make them- 
selves masters of their contents. To the original writings, pure, let us assume, from 
a priori impressions in the subliminal mind of the automatist and sitter, and valuable 
on that account, as emanating spontaneously from the alleged source, there must, in 
the later essay, be added a probably large personal element of subconscious thought, 
and memory of many references to literary sources, which would form a new com- 
plex with a certain verisimilitude to the already known literary productions which 
Myers has bequeathed to the world. It would be of interest to know the actual ex- 
tent of the alterations, and a scholarly comparison of the originals with the amended 
text is much to be desired before any scientific judgment on this work can be authorita- 
tively given. Whether Sir Oliver. Lodge’s endorsement of the book was made in the 
faith that it represented the pure and untouched original of the scripts or whether 
he had satisfied himself by a comparison of the two documents is a question to 
which his own answer is desired, since his pronunciamento carries weight with the 
more thinking section of the public. 

ee RK OK 
“LETTERS BY SIR OLIVER LODGE” 
Arranged by J. Arthur Hill 
Cassels 10 /- 

These letters were not, of course, intended for publication, but readers will be 

grateful to Mr. Hill for sharing these extracts from his corespondence with them, 
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and to Sir Oliver for permitting him to do so. The selection has been made with 
discrimination and tact, and Mr. Hill’s brief comments add to the interest. 

To those familiar with his books, they give further insight into Sir Oliver's 
mind and character. The chief subject dealt with in these letters in Psychical Research, 
concerning which many interesting things are said, but other matters also are re- 
ferred to such as ‘Democracy’, Religious Beliefs, Scientific and mathematical problems, 
Music, novels, etc. His versatile mind expresses itself on all these topics and more 
besides. 

One of the most arresting passages is the charming word portrait, in which both 
the appearance and personality are vividly presented. 

To those who have experimented with the Zancigs, the reference to that remark- 
able pair will be of interest: his theory as to the Elberfeld horses is also interesting; it 
seems to be the most reasonable explanation of the strange phenomenon of apparently 
calculating animals. The book is sure to be widely read. He supplements the 
biography telling facts about Sir Oliver which he himself could not have told; and 
the details mentioned by Mr. Hill will deepen the esteem in which he is already held. 

H. A. DALLas. 


ee KK * 
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